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FRIENDS IN BURLINGTON. 

BY AMELIA MOTT GUMMEEE. 

The following pages are an attempt to fix certain recollections of a most 
worthy body of people settled in what has been a rather remarkable com- 
munity. Burlington Monthly Meeting of Friends, at least in name, is 
familiar to many as one of the oldest in America. Its records date back to 
1678, prior to any municipal government in the place, and only twenty-seven 
years after the first body of Friends in the colonies had settled in Massa- 
chusetts. The complete records of the meeting are preserved in eleven 
leather bound folios, the early volumes of which are replete with interest to 
the antiquarian or the relic hunter. The eloquent oration by Henry Armitt 
Brown, in 1877, has introduced the passengers of the " Kent." The present 
sketch is intended to give us a slight glimpse of their later history. 



About them seem'd but ruin and decay, 
Cheerless, forlorn, a rank autumnal fen 
Where no good plant might prosper, or again 

Put forth fresh leaves for those that fell away, 

Nor could they find a place wherein to pray 
For better things. In righteous anger then 
They turned ; they fled the wilderness of men, 

And sought the wilderness of God. And day 
Bose upon day, while ever manfully 
Westward they battled with the ocean's might, 

Strong to endure whatever fate should be ; 
And watching in the tempest and the night 

That one sure Pharos of the soul's dark sea, 
The constant beacon of the Inner Light. 
March 11, 1883. F. B. G. 

I. 

" They were men of present valor, stalwart old inconoclasts. 
Unconvinced by axe or gibbet that all virtue was the Past's : 
But we make their truth our falsehood, thinking that hath made us free. 
Hoarding it in mouldy parchments, while our tender spirits flee 
The rude grasp of that great Impulse which drew them across the sea." 

Lowell. 
James II., while Duke of York, received bj a grant from 
Lis brother Cljarles possessions in America that included the 
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entire territory between the Delaware and Hudson rivers. 
Previous to that cession the land had been in the hands of 
the Dutch, ivom whom the " New Netherlands," including 
also this tract of wilderness, were conquered by the English. 
Lord Berkeley and Sir George Carteret, having (1664) pur- 
chased this portion from the Duke of York, held it during 
the many national disputes that followed, and also during 
the wars in which the " New Netherlands" were retaken by 
the Dutch, and again restored to the English. 

Ten years later (1674) Lord Berkeley, then a very old man, 
determined to sell his portion of property in America, and 
made known the fact to those in England desirous of pur- 
chasing. Fabulous stories of the American Provinces had 
reached the ears of the persecxited Quakers, whose sturdy 
and dauntless evangelists, in preaching and proclaiming their 
doctrine, had explored even that distant land. Among the 
names of the travellers may be found those of William 
Edmundson, and also of George Fox, who (1672), in his 
journey from the New England States to the South, had 
passed on horseback through the spot afterward Burlington, 
and had reported the soil as good, and withal " a most brave 
country." Hardships at home, coupled with a possible future 
of comfort and peace away from England, determined two 
Friends to purchase the land ; accordingly the sale was 
effected to John Fenwick and Edward Billynge for the sum 
of £1000. The details of a misunderstanding between these 
two pioneers need not here be repeated. It resulted in a 
division of the property, one tenth of which was retained by 
John Fenwick, who ultimately settled on the lower Dela- 
ware, at a point which, from the " delightsomeness of the 
land," he called Salem. The remaining nine- tenths, upon 
the complication of Edward Billynge in business troubles, 
Avere placed at his request in the hands of his three principal 
creditors, William Penn, and Gawen Lawrie, of London, 
and Nicholas Lucas, of Hertford, the former of whom had 
previously acted as arbitrator in the dispute between Billynge 
and Fenwick. Those three men discharged with exemplary 
care their task of settling the large estate ; selling it chiefly 
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in small portions to enterprising Friends who were ready to 
try their fortunes in a new country. 

In 1676 they had sent a letter' " to those proposing to set- 
tle in West Jersey," from which the following exti-acts are 
taken: — 

" Dear Friends and Brethren : 

In the pure love and precious fellowship of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, we very dearly salute you. Forasmuch as there 
was a paper printed several months since, entitled The de- 
scription of New- West-Jersey, in the which our names were 
mentioned as trustees for one undivided moiety of the said 
province ; and because it is alledged that some, partly on this 
account, and others apprehending, that the paper by the 
manner of its expression came from the body of friends, as a 
religious society of people, and not from particulars, have 
through these mistakes weakly concluded that the said dis- 
cription in matter and form might be writ, printed and re- 
commended on purpose to prompt and allure people to dissettle 
and transplant themselves, as it's also by some alledged . . . 
It truly laid hard upon us, to let friends know how the 
matter stands, which we shall endeavour to do with all clear- 
ness and fidelity." 

They then proceed to give the transactions of the various 
owners since the King's grant, and the division of property 
then existing, with their position of trust, and a statement 
of their authority, the portions exposed for sale and the 
quantity of land, etc. They add : — 

"And forasmuch as several friends are concerned as credi- 
tors, as well as others, and the disposal of so great a part of 
this country being in our hands, we did in real tenderness 
and regard as friends, and especially to the poor and neces- 
sitous, make friends the first offer. . . . This was the real 
and honest intent of our hearts, and not to prompt or 
allure any out of their places, either by the credit our names 
might have with our people throughout the nation, or by 
representing the matter otherwise than it is in itself. 

" As for the printed paper some time since set forth hy the 
creditors, as a description of that province, we say as to two 
passages in it, they are not so clearly and safely worded as 
ought to have been, particularly in serving to limit the 
winter season to so short a time ; when on further informa- 

' New Jersey Archives, vol. i. p. 231. 
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tion, we hear it is some time longer and some time shorter 
than therein expressed ; and the last clause relating to liberty 
of conscience, we would not have any to think that it is pro- 
mised or intended to maintain the liberty of the exercise of 
religion by force and arms : though we shall never consent to 
any the least violence on conscience, yet it was never designed 
to encourage any to expect by force of arms to have liberty 
of conscience fenced against invaders thereof." . . . 

(Signed) WILLIAM PENN, 

GAWKN LAWRIE, 
NICHOLAS LUCAS. 

This is clear evidence of the sincerity with which these 
Friends desired to guard against any misrepresentation or 
false understanding. 

A recent writer' has alluded to the battle of privilege 
against prerogative as the " key-note to the reign of the first 
Charles." That it is true also of that of the second, though 
perhaps in a lesser degree, cannot be denied. History gives 
us heart-rending details of the sufferings of the Quakers, 
who came in for a large share of the horrors and trials of that 
strife ; and on whose unprotected and unresisting heads both 
church and state combined to pour out their vials of wrath. 
The untold misery of that time causes intense sympathy for 
them, even at the distance of two centuries; and as if they 
had not suifered enough woe at the hands of men, they were 
called to endure greater trials from the terrors of nature. 
Especially was this true of London. If we consider the de- 
struction of life occasioned by the terrible plague in 1665, 
when 1177 persons, out of London meeting alone, were 
buried in Buuhill Fields f the destruction of property be- 
longing to survivors by the fire which swept over the city in 
the following year, together with the persecutions so rigor- 
ously pursued during the troublous periods of the protector- 
ship and restoration, we cannot wonder at the desire of 
Friends to escape and seek liberty of conscience in a free 

' William Stebbing, in Ltttell's Living Age for 1 mo. 10, 1880. 

2 The name of " Bunhill" is a corruption of Bonehill, which was given 
the place on account of the great nnmber of hasty interments occurring 
there during the terrors of the plague. — See A. J. C. Hare's Walks in 
London. 
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land. How great the persecutions were in the early years of 
the society, and how far the governmeut of England carried 
out its cruel policy, it is not the object of these pages to re- 
late, further than to note their effect in those things which 
led to the removal of the small colony from England to the 
American Province of West Jersey. 

Repeated efforts to move the heart of the King had signally 
failed. That easy-going monarch promised readily, and as 
readily let the matter slip. While Margaret Fell, afterward 
the wife of George Fox, lay imprisoned in Lancaster Castle 
(1664), her two daughters, Mary and Margaret, waited on 
Charles at Whitehall, and were pleasantly received by him. 
" The King," writes Mary,^ " was very loving to me, and 
said he would take [my mother's case] into consideration, 
adding, ' they shall not have her estate from her.' He took 
me by the hand as soon as he came near me." At the very 
time that the words passed the lips of the King, who was 
amusing himself by hearing these and many other touch- 
ing appeals, the Parliament of which he stood so greatly in 
awe was occupied in passing the Conventicle Act, by which 
not more than five persons were permitted to worship 
together otherwise than according to the established ritual 
of the Church of England. When Friends could not con- 
scientiously comply with the requirements of this law, clergy 
and parliament united in handing them over to bitter perse- 
cution, the details of which form the darkest blot on the his- 
tory of England at this time. 

It is an evidence of the firm principle which actuated the 
Quakers of that day, that those who had become purchasers 
of the American lands, and contemplated planting the colony 
on the Delaware shore, had some hesitation in leaving 
England, fearing they might be endeavoring to escape too 
easily from ills which God had called upon them to endure. 
In the spring of 1677 (26 years after Friends first came to 
America, settling in Massachusetts), the "goode Shippe 
Kent," Gregory Marlowe master, sailed from London down 

' Fells of Swarthmoor Hall, by Maria Webb. 
Vol. VII.— 18 
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the Thames, having on board 230 Quakers, bound for their 
new provinces in West Jersey. Of these, half were from 
London, half from Yorkshire. " The circumstance," says 
Bowden, " of so large a number of Friends emigrating in a 
body to America was a subject which attracted public atten- 
tion. The King participated in this feeling ; and meeting 
the ship whilst yachting on the Thames, ' asked if they were 
all Quakers, and gave them his blessing.'" 

Feelings which naturally must have caused regret on leav- 
ing their native land were doubtless mingled with relief in 
escaping from the dangers of persecution, even if they were 
exchanging these for the perils and discomforts of a life in 
the wilderness. Two deaths on the voyage — those of John 
Wilkinson and William Perkins — gave added trouble to the 
uncertainties of the time. We are informed the voyage was 
long and tedious, further retarded at its close by the inter- 
ference of Governor Andros, agent for the Duke of York in 
his territory in New York, who demanded evidence of the 
deed of transfer from his Grace to Lord Berkeley and the 
Quakers. Having come to an understanding with him^ (the 
details of which Bowden fully sets forth in his History of 
Friends in America), they passed between the capes of Dela- 
ware, gradually making their way to the meadow land lying 
below the Assisconk Creek ; this was at that time an island. 
Here they landed (6 mo. 0. S. 1677), and, parcelling out^ the 

' See also New Jersey Archives, vol. ii. p. 239. Council Minute (New 
York) : " Thomas Olive and Other Passengers of the Ship ' Kent,' ask for, 
and receive Permission to settle in West Jersey. — At a Councell Augt 4th 
1677." 

^ " The deed for the lands between Eankokas creek and Timber Creek 
bears date the 10th Sept. 1677 ; that for the lands between Oldman's Creek 
and Timber Creek, 27th Sept. 1677 ; and that from Eankokas Creek to 
Assanpink, 10th Oct. 1677. By the consideration paid for lands between 
Oldman's Creek and Timber Creek, a judgment may be formed of the rest. 
It consisted of 30 matchcoats, 20 guns, 30 kettles, and one great one, 30 
pair hose, 20 fathom of dufields, 30 petticoats, 30 narrow hoes, 30 bars of 
lead, 15 small barrels of powder, 70 knives, 30 Indian axes, 70 combs, 60 
pair tobacco tongs, 60 scissors, 69 tinshaw looking-glasses, 120 awl-blades, 
120 fish-hooks, 2 grasps red paint, 120 needles, 60 tobacco boxes, 120 pipes, 
200 bells, 100 Jewsharps, 6 anchors rum." — Smith. 
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land further obtained by treaty with the Indians, gave one- 
half — the eastern portion — to the Yorkshire, the other, to 
the London Friends. Most interesting details of this division 
of property, together with the names of the " masters of fami- 
lies," will be found in Smith's History of Nova Ccesaria, or 
New Jersey. According to him, the settlement received 
the name of New Beverly, afterward changed to Bridlington, 
from the town of that name in Yorkshire, whence many of 
the settlers came^ This was subsequently altered to Burling- 
ton. Prior to 1676, the site of Burlington was occupied by 
four Dutch families, one of whom kept an inn. 

We can imagine the new aspect of things to these English 
people, accustomed to the narrow rivers, and green, highly 
cultivated fields of the mother country. The broad bay 
which received them must have seemed a noble entrance to 
their adopted Thames ; and, as they pursued its winding 
course for 120 miles, the wild beauty of the western spring 
doubtless^wakened feelings of thankfulness that their home 
was to be upon its shores. These were lined with the waving 
rushes peculiar to low-banked streams, while the occasional 
high blulFs were crowned with trees, among which many 
were hailed as old acquaintances. Some, however, were 
strange ; and the water-fowl and fish which abounded are 
referred to with wonder and delight in the earliest letters 
extant to the home people. The following (from Smith), 
written two months after their landing, contains so much 
interesting matter, and conveys so clear an idea of the im- 
pressions of the settlers, that it is here inserted entire: — 

" From Burlington, in Delaware River, the 26tli of 8 mo. 1677. 

Dear Friend : 

Through the mercy of God we are safely arrived in New 
Jersey — my wife and mine are all well, and we have our 
healths rather better here than we had in England : indeed 
the country is so good, that I do not see how it can reasona- 
bly be found fault with ; as far as I perceive, all the things 
we heard of it in England are very true ; and I wish that 
many people (that are in straits) in England were here. 
There is good land enough lies void would serve many thou- 
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sands of families ; and we think if they cannot live here, 
they can hardly live in any place in the world : but we do 
not desire to persuade any to come but such as are well satis- 
fied in their own minds. A town lot is laid out for us in 
Burlington, which is a convenient place for trade ; it is about 
one hundred and fifty miles up the river Delaware; the 
country and air seems to be very agreeable to our bodies, and 
we have very good stomachs to our victuals. There is plenty 
of provision in the country : plenty of fish and fowl, and good 
venison very plentiful, not so dry but is full of gravy, like 
fat 3'oung beef. You that come after us need not fear the 
trouble that we have had, for now here is land ready divided 
against you come. The Indians are very loving to us, except 
here and there one, when they have gotten strong liquors in 
their heads, which they now greatly love. But for the coun- 
try, in short, I like it very well ; and I do believe that this 
river of Delaware is as good a river as most in the world. 
It exceeds the river of Thames by many degrees. 

This is a town laid out in twenty proprietaries, and a 
straight line drawn from the river side up the land which is 
to be the main street and a market-place about the middle. 
The Yorkshire ten proprietors are to build on one side, and 
the London ten the other side : and they have ordered one 
street to be made along the river side which is not divided 
with the others, but in small lots by itself, and every one that 
hath any part in a property is to have his share in it. The 
town lots for any propriety will be about ten or eleven acres, 
which is only for a house, orchard, and gardens, and the corn 
and pasture grounds is to be laid oat in great quantities. 

I am thy loving friend, 

JOHN GRIPS." 

That the contrast between their present and former mode 
of life was great is especially true of many who had been 
accustomed to the comforts of pleasant English homes, for it 
was something other than poverty which drove the majority 
of these Friends to seek freedom from religious restraint in 
America. The neighborhood of the Raritan in the year 
1668 had been settled by a few Puritans from New England. 
In the following year, according to Bancroft, one or two 
families of Friends sought refuge near the same place. Ex- 
cept for these, the Jerseys were then totally uncolonized 
by the English. Fenwick, as we have seen, brought in the 
" Grifiin" the next Quaker colony, the first which could in 
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reality claim that name among friends in West Jersey. 
Numerous settlers between 1663 and 1677 came under cfare 
of the provincial officers, they themselves in several instances 
bringing their families with them. Among the important 
colonial papers preserved by the New Jersey Historical 
Society, the following affidavit of a New York resident, as 
to the number of families in New Jersey on the arrival of 
Governor Carteret, is not deemed inappropriate in this place.^ 
Philip Carteret was a distant relative of Sir George Carteret, 
and was appointed by him to the governorship in 1665. 

Affidavit of Silvester Salisbury. 

" Silvester Salisbury of New Yorke Gent, maketh oath 
that in or about the yeare 1665 ; he being then at New Yorke, 
there arrived Philip Carteret Esq'', at New Jersej^ in America 
in a Ship called the Philip w""* s" ship was 100 tuns & had 
then aboard her about 30 servants & severall goods of great 
value, proper for the iirst planting & selling of the Colony of 
New Jersey & this deponent sayeth that at the time of y* 
arrival of the s'^ ship tliere were about four families in New 
Jersey (except some few at New Sinks that went under the 
nomen of Quakers) and that y^ s** Philip Carteret after his 
arrival there landed y^ %^ servants & goods & applied himselfe 
to y® planting and peopling of y** s"* Colony & that he sent 
diverse persons into JSew England & other places to invite 
people to come & settle there, whereupon & within a years 
time, or thereabouts severall p''sons did come w*"* their 
families & settled there in several! townes ; and this Depo- 
nent sayth that he believes there would be few or none have 
come thither if the s* Philip Carteret had not setled him- 
selfe as afores" & brought such goodes &sent such Messengers 
as afores* and this Deponent sayeth that y* s* Ship remained 
there about six months, & then went to Virginia, England & 
other places & about a yeare or more after returned to New 
Jersey where she remained for several months ; and this 
Deponent sayeth that the s* Philip Carteret at his arrival did 
declare & owne that the s* Ship servants & goods did belong 
to the Rt. Hon"' S' George Carteret & were sent by him for 
the beginning & encouragement of the peopling and plant- 
ing of the s* country ; and farther sayeth that the s** S"" George 
Carteret did send severall other Vessells thither particularly 

' From New Jersey Archives, vol. i. p. 183. 
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a Ketch whereof Peter Bennet was master Anno 1673 laden 
with wines and severall other English goods 

SILVESTER SALISBURY." 

Jurat 4° die ffeb' 1675 coram me en Cancellar Magester. 

JO. COTT. 

Indorsed on the back : " A writing of great concernment." 

Between the years 1678 and 1681 no less than fourteen 
hundred persons, in five or six ships, had found their way to 
these western provinces, settling on the Delaware, either at 
Salem or Burlington. The general opinion seems to have 
been that of Maiilon Stacy (later, an influential colonial 
officer), who, in addressing his brother Revell, speaks thus: — 

" This is a most brave place, whatever envy or evil spies 
may speak against it, I could wish you all here ... I 
never repented my coming hither, nor yet remembered thy 
outcry and argument against New Jersey with regret. I live 
as well to my content, and in as great plenty as ever I did, 
and in a far more likely way to get an estate. Tho' I hear 
some have thought I was too large in my former, I affirm it 
to be true, having seen with my eyes more in this time since 
than ever as yet I wrote of. 

26th 4th mo., 1680. MAHLON STAOY.'" 

The names of John Grips and John Stacy appear on the 
first marriage certificate of Burlington Monthly Meeting, 
under date 6th of 8 mo., 1678. A rumor detrimental to the 
fair name of New Jersey as a desirable place of residence 
having been circulated in England, and reaching the ears of 
Friends on the Delaware, we find many protestations to the 
contrary in their letters. John Crips writes to his brother 
and sister: — 

' Thomas Olive, an important man in the community as Justice of the 
Peace and Speaker of the West Jersey Assembly soon after, established, in 
1680, a water-mill on his plantation near Rancocas Creek. Mahlon Stacy 
about the same time built one at Trenton, these two being the only grist- 
mills in the country for some years. The former inhabitants of West Jersey 
had either pounded their corn, or ground it in hand mills. Th. Olive died in 
1692, much esteemed in his private and public capacities. 
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" I have received both your letters, wherein I understand 
your faith concerning this country is much shaken, through 
several false reports thereof, which may be proved false 
under the hands of several good Friends, I hope as worthy 
to be beleived as that reporter .... and it's really my 
judgment that those people that cannot be contented with 
such a country and such land as this is, they are not worthy 
to come here ; and this I can truly tell you, if I were in 
England with you (and which I should be very glad to see ) 
yet if all I had in the world would but bring me hither, I 
would freely leave you and my native country and come to 
New Jersey again. . . . And whereas your letter saith 
to me 'several have come back from this country to England,' 
two or three, I suppose; these are lazy, idle persons that have 
done so ; but on the other hand, there are several persons, 
men of estates, that have been here and gone back to 
England and sold their estates and returned with their whole 
families hither again which, methinks, should take many of 
these scruples out of the way, if nothing else were said or 

done in praise of this country As for the mus- 

ketto fly, we are not troubled with them in this place." 

The last-named insect, unfortunately, must have made its 
appearance later on in the experience of the Quaker settlers ; 
for the " musketto fly" is not a stranger to the present in- 
habitants of Burlington. During the following winter the 
ship " Shield," which had ventured (in a previous voyage) 
into the waters of the upper Delaware, came up the river, 
and Avas moored to a buttonwood (or sycamore) that stood, 
and still stands, on Green Bank.' " The river was frozen 
so hard, that her passengers landed upon it, crossing to the 
shore on the ice" — a strange reception to the new-comers, 
with whom such a thing was unknown. While passing 
Coaquanock, the Indian name for the place where Philadel- 
phia now stands, we learn that " part of the tackling struck 
the trees ; whereupon some on board remarked that ' it was 
a fine spot for a town,' " The colony thus increased gradu- 

' This venerable tree, or one of the same group to which it belonged (cer- 
tainly within a few yards of the spot), is still the subject of much specula- 
tion. The youth of Burlington shudder before it as the old " witch tree ;" 
and a splendid tradition asserts that Captain Kidd's treasure is buried 
beneath it 1 It is a noble old monument to the past. 
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ally by the coming of other Friends from England, who 
could not resist the inducements held out in the new coun- 
try. After the landing of the " Shield's" passengers, during 
the following winter, one of their number, in writing of the 
productiveness of the soil, says to those at home : " Some 
people took their carts a peach-gathering. I could not but 
smile at the conceit of it. They are a very delicate fruit, 
and hang almost like our onions that are tied on ropes." 
Many others allude with gratification to the plenty of fruits 
and grain they enjoyed ; and the general tone of their cor- 
respondence bore evidence to satisfaction in their new pos- 
sessions. 

For some time after their landing, the Friends held meet- 
ings under the sail of the " Kent," which was turned into a 
tent for the purpose. Here also, it is said, was solemnized 
the marriage of James Browne and Honour Clayton. We 
can fancy these solemn assemblies gathered under the broad 
shadow of the canvas, with the soft wind of early summer 
stealing by, and the peaceful Delaware flowing unrufiled at 
their very side ! The picture is all the more vivid to us, 
since we know almost the exact spot at which the ships 
landed. 



II. 

" Whose armour is his honest thought, 
And simple truth his utmost skill." 

Sir Henry Wotton. 

"Since, by the good providence of Q-od, many Friends 
with their families have transported themselves into this pro- 
vince of West Jersey, the said Friends in these upper parts 
have found it needful, according to the practice in the place 
we came from, to suite Monthly Meetings for the well- 
ordering of the affairs of the church : it was agreed that 
accordingly it should be done, and accordingly it was done, 
the IS*"" of 5 mo. 1678." So runs the earliest minute on 
record among the valuable manuscripts of Burlington 
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Monthly Meeting. It will be seen that within a year after 
their arrival the Friends set to work to establish a meeting 
" according to" their " custom in the place they came from." 
The handwriting is beautifully clear, but no intimation isgiven 
of the clerk's name. The marriages taking place soon after 
their landing (there appear to have been thirteen couples in 
the first three years) necessitated the establishment of a meeti 
ing to inquire into clearness, &c. It is evident there was some 
difiiculty in bringing about the proper understanding with 
London Yearly Meeting in regard to certificates, many 
arriving without them, in some instances causing great delay 
in having them properly drawn up and forwarded. Cases 
are also recorded where false representations were made by 
new-comers, who were either outlawed by their own meeting 
in England, or else had no connection with the Society, 
simply coming to America to escape ignominy at home. 
They seem to have been summarily dealt with upon the 
truth coming to light. The second minute under date 18 of 
6 mo. 1678 is for a collection of money for the benefit of the 
poor, and " such other necessary uses as may occur," among 
which was the proper fencing in of the burial ground. The 
exact location is not known ; Smith alludes to it as having 
since become a street. The first death' in the new town was 
that of John Kinsey, who was interred in the ground referred 
to: the second, that of the old Indian King " Ockanickon," 
a chief among the " Five E'ations," and well known in Bur- 
lington's earliest history. He became converted to Chris- 
tianity, and on his death was buried in Friends' ground, many 
of the Friends attending his funeral. An Indian village 
bearing his name is known to have existed : b'ut the location 

> First recorded Death : " John Kinsey allias Kelsey Latte of Hadnam 
in Hartfortsheere being taken w* a violent feavor & Payne in his Bowles 
about 8 days Passed out of y« Body y= ll"" of y« 8"" mo'" & was Layd in y^ 
ground y« 14*^ of y= same 1677." 

First recorded Birth : " Elizabeth Powel Daughter of Robert & Prudence 
Powell was Borne in Burlington the 7" Seauenth of the 7"' mo'" 1677 Latte 
of London Chandlar. Witnesses then p'sent : Ellen Harding, Mary Cripps, 
Ann Peachee." 
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at this distance of time is forgotton. Among early minutes 
are the following : — 

1) "At y" Monthly Meeting in Burlington, y® 5*"^ day of y® 
7"' month, 1678 : Friends took into consideration y^ paling 
in of the hurial ground. 

Thomas Leeds proposed his intention of taking Margaret 
Colier to be his wife, desireing y* approbation of said meeting 
therein." 

2) "At y« Monthly Meeting at Burlington the S"'" day of 
y^ 8 mo. 1678. 

Thomas Leeds proposed his intention y" second time of 
taking Margaret Colier to be his wife and y" Meeting gave 
their consent." 

Their marriage certificate is the first in the old book of 
marriages, births, and deaths. It is curious as showing the 
ancient form of that document, the names of the parties most 
concerned not being signed. Those whose names do appear 
are the prominent citizens of the place. On the books of the 
Meeting are the names of Robert Zane and Alice Alday, the 
latter said to have been an Indian girl. Frequent mention 
is made of the presence of savages about the country, some- 
times evincing hostile intentions. The peace policy, however, 
of William Penn, who about this time was gaining their 
friendship on the west of the river in Pennsylvania, was also 
pursued by Friends in West Jersey in their negotiations with 
the various tribes, generally with entire success. The neigh- 
boring colony of East Jersey was purchased in 2 mo. 1681, 
from Lady Elizabeth, widow of Sir Geo. Carteret, and 
settled by Quakers and Scotch ; the governor appointed . 
being the widely know and now famous " Robert Barclay of 
Urie."' All the region of the Jerseys seems to have been 
growing in popularity and importance during the early years 

' New Jersey Archives, vol. i. p. 366. 

" Lease from Elizabeth, Widow of Sir George Carteret, and His Trustees, 
to the First Twelve Proprietors of East Jersey." Also (same vol. p. 519) an 
"Agreement Between the Governors of East and West Jersey to Submit the 
Dividing Line of the Provinces to Arbitration." (Robert Barclay, Governor 
and (part) Proprietor of East Jersey; Edward Byllynge, Governor and 
(part) Proprietor of West Jersey.) Dated li"" Sept. 1686. 

George Keith was at this time Surveyor- General of the Province of East 
Jersey, having been chosen by the Scotch Proprietors. His acquaintance 
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of its settlement. A few hostile French and Indians gave 
occasional trouble to the colonists, involving some of their 
young men whose ardent spirits got the better of them. 
Several received a reprimand for carrying arms for defence 
during an alarm of threatened attack ; which proving false, 
they had no occasion to use them. 

Quarterly and Yearly Meetings were soon established in 
Burlington, the first annual gathering being on the 28*" of 
6 mo. 1681, at the house of Thomas Gardiner, where the meet- 
ing continued to be held for some time, until the erection of 
a proper house. Th. Gardiner died in 1694 ; the exact loca- 
tion of his house is not known. Burlington Monthly Meeting 
comprised the particular meetings held at Shackamaxon and 
Chester (Pa.), Rancoeas, and Friends settled about the Falls, 
Hoarkills, and New Castle; also Friends on Long Island, who, 
in 1681, desired to be considered members of this Monthly 
Meeting. The Quarterly Meeting was for a long time held 
at William Biddle's home (frequently written Beedle), pro- 
bably until about 1711, when, from that date to 1827, it met 
alternately at Burlington and Chesterfield. 

Wva. Biddle's house was at Mount Hope, near what is 
now Kinkora ; and Friends from widely separated sections of 
country resorted thither. He and his wife Sarah, in 1681, 
had removed to West Jersey from their home in Bishops- 
gate Street, London. The Chesterfield meeting-house at the 
time of the separation passed into other hands, since which 
time the sole meeting place has been at Burlington. The 
transactions of the first Quarterly Meeting are recorded with 
the following preamble : — 

with Barclay, of which this appointment is said to have been the conse- 
quence, began probably from the fact that in 1683 he was master of a 
school at Theobalds attended by a son of Robert Barclay. The result of the 
Arbitration was set forth in the following : — 

"Award . . . wee do hereby declare that [the line] shall runn from 
y' north side of y" mouth or Inlett of y* beach of little Egg Harbor on a 
streight lyne to Delaware river north north west and fifty minutes more 
westerly according to naturall position & not according to y" magnet whose 
variation is nine degrees westward. 

Witness our hands this Eight day of January 168f John Eeid William 
Emley." 



e 
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" Whereas, the Yearly Meeting saw it necessary y* there 
should be Quarterly Meetings kept in several places in this 
Province of West New Jersey ; and y* this Quarterly Meeting 
of Friends for Burlington and y** Falls should be held at the 
house of William Beedle in Mansfield (being pretty near y 
middle of Friends belonging to it) at y'^ times hereafter men- 
tioned, viz., upon the last second day of the 9 rao. ; last second 
day of y® 12 mo. ; last second day of y" 3 mo. and y" last second 
day of y® 6 mo. and to begin at y* 10*" hour, which said 
conclusion of y® Yearly Meeting y^ Friends of this meet- 
ing are satisfied with. 29 of 9 mo. 1681." 

John Curtiss was their first clerk. The Yearly Meeting 
at the date before mentioned occupied four days with its 
business, and was then adjourned to meet in 7 mo. of the 
following year. It opened under the title " A General 
Yearly Meeting held for Friends of Pennsylvania, East and 
West Jerseys, and of the adjacent Provinces." 

In 1680 Burlington Monthly Meeting addressed an epistle 
to London Yearly Meeting on behalf of Friends removing 
to Burlington from that place, and requiring certificates. 
Bowden states this communication to have been the earliest 
received by London Y. M. from any meeting in America. 
Although he has given it in full in his interesting History, 
it belongs in this place, as having been entered on the books of 
Burlington Meeting. The ancient form is retained. 

" Dear Friends and Bretheren whom God hath honoured 
w*'' his heavenly Presence and crowned with Life & Dominion 
as some of us have been Eye witnesses (& in our measures 
p'takers w"' you) in these solemn Aimual Assemblies in y*" 
Remembrance of w* our hearts and souls are Consolated & 
do bow before y" Lord w*'' Reverent acknowledgments to 
him to whom it belongs forever. 

And Dear ffriends being fully satisfied of yo"" Love care 
and zeall for y'' Lord & his Truth & yo'' Travill & desire for 
y^ p motion of it : hath given us Encouragement to address 
ourselves'toyou & Request your assistance in these following 
particulars being sensiable of y^ need of itt & believing y* itt 
will conduce to y" honnour of God & benefit of his people for 
j" Lord having by an overruling Providence cast our Lots 
in this remote pt of y** world, our care & Desire is y* he 
may be honoured in us and through us, & his Dear truth 
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wluch we profess may be had in good Repute & Esteem by 
those y' are yet Strangers to itt. 

Dear flriends our first Request to you is y* in your severall 
countyes & meetings out of which any may transport them- 
selves into this place, y* you will be pleased to take care y* 
we may have Certifycates concearning them for here are 
severall honest Innocent People y' brought no Certificates 
w*" them from y® Respective Monthly Meetings not foresee- 
ing y** Service of y™ and so never Desired any which for y^ 
future of such defect do Intreat you y* are sensiable of y^ 
need of Certificates to put y"" in mind of y™ for in some 
Caces where Certificates are Required & y* have none itt 
ocations a great and tedious delay before they can be had 
from England besides y^Hazzard of Letters Miscarying which 
is very Necessary to y" Parties imediately concearned & no 
wayes gratefuU to Us yet in some cases necessity urgeth it or 
we must Act very Unsafely and p ticularly in cases of Marriage 
in which we are often CoiTcearned so if y® parties y' come are 
single k Marriageable att their Coming away we Desire to be 
Cirtifyed of their clearness or unclearness from other pties & 
what else you think meet for us to Know, and if they have 
parents whether they will commit y"* to y^ Care of Friends in 
Generall in y^ matter or appoint any p tieular whome they can 
trust & if any do incline to come that p fess truth & yet walk 
disorderly & so become dishonourable to Truth and y" p fes- 
sion they have made of it we do desire to be Certified of y™ 
& it by some other hand (as there is frequent opportunities 
from London of doing itt) for we are sensiable y' here are 
severall y' left no good Savour in y'' native Land from whence 
they came & it may be probable y* more of y* Kind may 
come thinking to be Absconded in y* obscure place, but 
blessed be y** Lord he hath a pple here whom he hath pro- 
voked to a Zealous affection for y*' Glory of his name & are 
desirous y^ j^ hidden things of Easau may be brought to 
Light & in it be condemned for w'^'' cause we thus Request 
your assistance as an advantage & Furtherance to y* Work 
for though some have not thought it necessary either to 
bring Certificates themselves or Require any Concearning 
others we are not of y* mind and do leave itt to y® wise in 
heart to Judge whence it doth proceed for though we Desire 
this as an additionall help to us, yet not as some have sur- 
mised y* we wholly build upon it without exercising our 
own Imediate sence as God shall Guide us some we know y' 
have been other wise deserving but have Unadvisedly denied 
this Impartial right of a certificate & very hardly could ob- 
tain itt, merely through y" dislike of some to y" undertakings 
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in their coming hether which we believe to be an injury & 
though we would not that any should reject any sound ad- 
vice or council in y" matter yet we do believe y' all y'' faith- 
full ought to be Left to God's Direction in y® matter most 
certainly knowing by y" Shurest Evedence y' God hath a 
hand in y" Removall of some into this Place w""* we desire 
y* all y* are inclined to come heither who know god may be 
carefull to know before they attempt itt at least their Tryals 
become unsuportable unto them but if this they know they 
need not fear for y'' Lord is known by Sea & Land y" Sheild 
& Strenth of y™ y* fear him. 

And Dear freinds one thing more we think needfuU to 
Intimate to you to warn & advise all y* come p fessing truth 
y* they be carefull & Circumspect in their passage for itt is 
well known to some of you y' such as are imployed in sea 
affairs are commonly men of y" Vilest sort & many of y"" use 
Great Diligence to betray y" Simple ones which if they can 
do they triumph in itt & spread it from nation to nation to 
defame truth theirfore Let all be warned of it especially 
Young "Women that they behave themselves modestlj' & 
chastly y* they may not be corrupted in mind & so drawn 
to gratify y** wanton Luxurious inclination of any for many 
temptations may be mett with some Times through short or 
Straight allowance for y" Enlargement of w*''' some have com^ 
plyed w*'' that w'^" hath Dishonoured God & greived his peO' 
pie & though we Know y' true friends are never enabled y 
to submit to any unrighteousness to gratify so mean an End 
yet all y® Professors of Truth are not of y* Growth & for their 
sakes it is intended y* all may be preserved & grow in truths 
Dominion. 

So Dear ffriends this w*'' what further you may apprehend 
may tend to truths p motion in this Place we desire your 
assistance which will be very kindly & gladly Received by 
us who are Desirous of an Amicable Correspondency w'" you 
& do claim a part w*"" you in y' holy Body & Eternall Union 
which y" bond of Life is y^ Strength of in w* God preserve 
you & us who are your ffds & Brethren. 

Thomas Budd Jno. Woolston 

"Will"" Peachee Daniell Leeds 

"W™ Brightwen John Butcher 

Tho. Gardiner Henry Grubb 

Rob' Stacy W"^ Butcher 

John Hollingshead Seth Smith 

Rob' Powell Water Pumphrey 

Jno. Burton Tho. Ellis 

Sam" Jennings James Saterthwate. 



m 
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Several friends not being present at y® s* meeting have 
since as a Testimony of y'^ Unity w* y" thing subscribed 
their names. 

Mahlon Stacy Rich"^ Arnold 

Tho. Lambert Jno. Woolman 

Jno. Kinsey Jno. St&cy 

Sam" Cleft Abra. Hulings 

Will"" Cooper Peter Fretwell 

Jno. Shinn Tho. Eves 

"Will" Biles Jno. Payne 

Tho. Harding Jno. Crippe. 
Wiir Hulings 

From our mens monthly meeting in Burlington in "West 
Jersey y« 7'" of y** l^"-^ mo. 1680. 

To our Dear Friends & Brethren of y® Yearly Meeting of 
London." 

In the next year (1681) the record of Births and Deaths 
began to be kept, and at the same time we have notice of the 
establishment of a women's Meeting. That all was not per- 
fect harmony and mutual understanding the records bear 
evidence, for cases came forward where great falling ofl" from 
correct habits occurred, over which the meeting had cause to 
lament. In the main, however, the stern and upright char- 
acters of the heads of the meeting kept their testimony to 
the Truth unharmed ; and it is to them and those like them 
in the early and unsettled condition of the Society that we 
owe the unbending will and firm recognition of duty that 
has so strongly characterized the Societj'. Arbitration was 
the invariable resort upon any dispute coming to light 
among Friends ; and in very rare instances did the verdict 
of the arbitrators, who were prominent Elders, fail to give 
satisfaction to the parties concerned. By this timely and 
peaceable dealing, many cases were ended which must other- 
wise have gone to law — a resort which Friends have always 
desired to avoid. 

(To be continued.) 



